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combinations and a network of political intrigues;
the Government parties could not at first agree upon
a common candidate.

At one time it seemed as though Gessler had the
chance of uniting the votes of the Moderate parties,
His candidature was discussed at a special meeting of
the People's Party. Stresemann stood out sharply
and decisively against Gessler. He pointed out that
the choice of the Reichswehr Minister, whose char-
acter was so much canvassed abroad, would make a
very bad impression, and would, at this time of
dissension over disarmament, be taken as a provoca-
tion. So long as he was speaking, he carried his
audience with him. Delighted with his success, he
went home to lunch, and when he had finished he lay
down as his habit was, with his large check rug over
his feet and his little black bulldog in his arms.

His afternoon doze was suddenly interrupted.
Notwithstanding the energetic protests of the.servant,
who had orders on no account to allow his master's
sleep to be disturbed, a Deputy belonging to the
People's Party rushed into the room. There had been
an afternoon meeting, and when the impression left
by Stresemann's speech had faded, the members were
disposed to agree on a resolution giving the support
of the party to Gessler's candidature. Once again
Stresemann returned to the attack, and brought his
refractory party round. This time he remained the
victor, but he returned with the bitter conviction of the
transience of his own influence. The party had agreed
on Jarres ; the first canvass had produced a hopeless
division of votes.

In the meantime the significant change of feeling,